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Speech production long avoided electrophysiological experiments due to the suspicion that
potential artifacts caused by muscle activity of overt speech may lead to a bad signal-to-
noise ratio in the measurements. Therefore, researchers have sought to assess speech
production by using indirect speech production tasks, such as tacit or implicit naming,
delayednaming,ormeta-linguistictasks,suchasphoneme-monitoring.Covertspeechmay,
however, involve different processes than overt speech production. Recently, overt speech
has been investigated using electroencephalography (EEG). As the number of papers pub-
lished is rising steadily, this clearly indicates the increasing interest and demand for overt
speech research within the ﬁeld of cognitive neuroscience of language. Our main goal
here is to review all currently available results of overt speech production involving EEG
measurements, such as picture naming, Stroop naming, and reading aloud. We conclude
that overt speech production can be successfully studied using electrophysiological mea-
sures, for instance, event-related brain potentials (ERPs).We will discuss possible relevant
components in the ERP waveform of speech production and aim to address the issue of
how to interpret the results of ERP research using overt speech, and whether the ERP
components in language production are comparable to results from other ﬁelds.
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THE USE OF ELECTROENCEPHALOGRAPHY IN LANGUAGE
PRODUCTION RESEARCH: A REVIEW
Talking is a daily routine in our lives. However, to date there
are only few language production studies, in particular on sen-
tence processing, using event-related potential (ERP) measures.
This is due to the fact that, for instance, lip, head, and eye
movements accompany overt speech (e.g., Grözinger et al., 1975;
Brooker and Donald, 1980; Wohlert, 1993). It was feared that
such muscle activation would distort the electroencephalogra-
phy (EEG) signal and therefore make it impossible to investigate
language production using EEG. To avoid this problem, lan-
guage production research focused on meta-linguistic tasks (e.g.,
phoneme-monitoring), covert naming, and delayed naming (e.g.,
Van Turennout et al., 1997; Schmitt et al., 2000, 2001; Abdel Rah-
man et al., 2003). These tasks are successful in avoiding potential
speech movement related artifacts, however, they are not without
disadvantages. For instance, in case of covert naming, one cannot
be sure whether participants follow task instructions. Moreover,
the need of actual production of speech may be important to
earlier processing and qualitatively inﬂuence the speech produc-
tion process. For instance, intracranial recordings and an fMRI
study, showed a different pattern of brain activity for covert ver-
sus overt naming (Christoffels et al., 2007b; Pei et al., 2011). In
case of button-presses, it is unlikely that only language processes
contribute to the response. For instance, in the case of error pro-
cessing,itcannotbecompletelyexcludedthatsomeoftheobserved
errors were due to action slips (e.g., responded with the wrong
hand) and were not verbal errors per se (e.g., responding“yes” to
a phoneme/n/in lamp).
Therecentincreaseinpublishedpapersmeasuringovertspeech
responses using EEG clearly indicates that there is an interest and
a great demand for research in language production combining
bothovertspeechresponsesandEEGrecordings.Inthispaper,we
will give an overview of all presently published studies that used
tasks requiring immediate overt responses (e.g., picture naming).
The paper is organized as follows: ﬁrst, we review studies that
focused on stimulus-locked analyses, i.e., locked to the time from
stimulus onset until a response was given. Within these studies,
a division is made between studies investigating native language
production, followed by bilingual language production. Second,
we will review studies that investigated response-locked ERPs,i.e.,
processes occurring shortly before or after an overt response was
given.
STIMULUS-LOCKED STUDIES
NATIVE LANGUAGE PRODUCTION
To our knowledge, the ﬁrst published work that combined overt
speech with EEG recordings was conducted by Duncan-Johnson
and Kopell (1981) and closely replicated much later by Liotti et al.
(2000). In both of these studies, a Stroop task was used, where
participants were instructed to overtly name the color a word was
printed in while ignoring the word itself. However, these earlier
studies are limited by sample size (i.e., 12 and 8, respectively)
and by number of analyzed electrodes (e.g., only three midline
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electrodes). Recently, the interest in combining language produc-
tion with EEG has been revived. The majority of these recent
studies investigate the time course of word selection during lan-
guage production. Most of what we know about the time course
of stages of spoken word production comes from chronometric
experiments(e.g.,voice-keyonsetlatencies;Leveltetal.,1999)and
meta-analytictemporalestimates(IndefreyandLevelt,2004).The
high temporal resolution of EEG can provide more information
abouttimecourseof thespokenwordproductionwhencombined
with tasks that require overt speech production.
According to the Levelt et al. (1999), production of a spoken
word consists of lexical selection, lemma retrieval, morphological
and phonological code retrieval, and ﬁnally articulation. Most of
the recent ERP studies focused on the lexical access aspect of word
production (Hirschfeld et al., 2008; Costa et al., 2009; Dell’Acqua
et al.,2010; Strijkers et al., 2010;Aristei et al.,2011).
In a picture–word interference (PWI) paradigm, Hirschfeld
et al. (2008) combined each picture with four different distrac-
tors: a non-linguistic distractor (e.g., row of Xs), an unrelated
distractor word (e.g., ﬂower – DOG), and two types of seman-
tic distractors: words that reﬂected surface features of a target
(e.g., fur – DOG) and words that belong to the same semantic
category as a target (e.g., cat – DOG). At a 120–220-ms post-
stimulus time interval, the feature related condition resulted in a
more negative deﬂection of the ERP waveform than the unrelated
condition. This effect was interpreted as facilitating early stages of
visual object processing. During the same time interval,there was
a signiﬁcant difference between all linguistic distractors and the
non-linguisticones.Thiseffectwasexplainedasaresultof general
conﬂict-monitoring processes, which are stronger for words than
a row of Xs, since only the words have to be suppressed before
naming a target picture. However, the 120–220-ms time window
approximately corresponds to the time window of 150–250ms
estimated for lexical selection (Indefrey and Levelt, 2004). Thus,
it is possible that the observed difference between linguistic and
non-linguistic distracters was driven by lexical access,since that is
what distinguishes word distractors from a row of Xs. This expla-
nation is in line with the ﬁndings of more recent studies (Costa
etal.,2009;Sahinetal.,2009;Dell’Acquaetal.,2010;Strijkersetal.,
2010;Aristei et al.,2011).
For instance,Aristei et al. (2011) combined PWI with a block-
ing paradigm [i.e., naming pictures in a semantic context (e.g.,
cat, dog, horse) and in an unrelated context (e.g., cat, table,
ﬂute)]. Aristei et al. (2011) report similar timing for distractor
and blocking effects (200 and 250ms post-stimulus presentation,
respectively), possibly suggesting that both effects have similar
underlying mechanisms and occur within the time frame of lex-
ical access (Indefrey and Levelt, 2004). In another recent study,
Costa et al. (2009) used a so-called cumulative semantic inter-
ference paradigm. In this paradigm, participants were asked to
name pictures presented in intermixed semantic categories (e.g.,
turtle, hammer, tree, crocodile, bus, axe, snake, etc.). The typi-
cal ﬁnding for this paradigm is that naming latencies of a given
picture depend on the ordinal position of the picture and on how
manyitemsfromthesamecategoryprecededthepictures(Howard
etal.,2006;Costaetal.,2009).Costaetal.(2009)showedthatpic-
tures elicited a typical P1/N1/P2 ERP complex in all conditions.
In addition, Costa et al. (2009) demonstrated a modulation of
the P2, N2, and P300 components. In the N400 window, there
was a signiﬁcant effect of ordinal position; however, it did not
correspond to a cumulative pattern seen in other components.
Furthermore, similar to Aristei et al. (2011), they showed that
lexical access occurred around 200ms after the onset of the pic-
ture. This ﬁnding is in line with their previous picture naming
study, in which Strijkers et al. (2010) showed that the P2 was sen-
sitive to the lexical frequency of the items, with low-frequency
items eliciting more positive amplitudes than high-frequency
items.
Further evidence for the time course of lexical access comes
fromananomicpatientstudy.Anomicpatientshavedifﬁcultiesin
word production that could arise at different levels of word pro-
duction: semantic,lexical,or phonological. Laganaro et al. (2009)
recordedERPswhileanomicpatientsovertlynamedaseriesofpic-
tures. They found that patients with lexical-semantic impairment
exhibited ERP abnormalities starting at 110ms after the picture
onset.Interestingly,ithasalsobeenshownthatduringobjectnam-
ing,in-depthsemanticknowledgeaboutanobjectcausesvariation
in EEG response 120ms after object presentation (Abdel Rahman
and Sommer, 2008).
Next to lexical access, the time course of morphological encod-
ing in overt language production was investigated (Koester and
Schiller,2008).KoesterandSchiller(2008)usedalonglag-priming
paradigm. Participants were presented with words and pictures,
and were instructed to read aloud the words and to name the
pictures aloud. The words were compounds that were morpho-
logically related to a picture name (e.g., jaszak “coat pocket” –
JAS“coat”) or form-related monomorphemic words (e.g.,jasmijn
“jasmine” – JAS “coat”). The N400 amplitudes, starting 350ms
after the picture onset, were reduced for morphologically related
compounds but not for form-related words. This corresponds to
the language comprehension literature, where there is evidence
that N400 amplitudes are sensitive to morphological processing
(e.g., McKinnon et al., 2003). Further evidence comes from a
studyusingintracranialrecordingswithinBroca’sarea.Sahinetal.
(2009) cued participants to inﬂect nouns (singular/plural) and
verbs (past/present). The signal was modulated by the demand
of inﬂection at 320ms after the target word onset. The neuronal
changes were independent of word class. The timing of this effect
is also in accordance with meta-analytic temporal estimates of
morphological encoding (Indefrey and Levelt, 2004).
Eulitz et al. (2000) mapped the time course of phonologi-
cal encoding during overt picture naming and forming nominal
phrases (e.g., using the name and the color of the picture). Eulitz
et al. (2000) compared overt production with passive viewing of
thesamepicturesandfoundERPmarkersof phonologicalencod-
ing between 275 and 400ms after picture onset. This effect was
more pronounced in middle and posterior temporal regions in
theleftthantherighthemisphere,possiblysuggestingtheinvolve-
ment of Wernicke’s area during phonological encoding. In a PWI
paradigm,an effect of phonological distractors occurred in a sim-
ilar time frame, at about 300ms after picture onset (Dell’Acqua
et al., 2010). Laganaro et al. (2009) showed that anomic patients
who had impaired phonological encoding demonstrated nor-
mal electro-cortical activity (i.e., similar to healthy control
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participants) before 300ms, but abnormal patterns between 300
and 450ms. This timing was also corroborated by intracranial
recordings that showed sensitivity to phonological processes at
about 450ms after the target word onset (Sahin et al., 2009). This
time window corresponds to the estimated time course of the
phonological encoding (Indefrey and Levelt, 2004).
The papers discussed above have focused on single word pro-
duction.However,inoureverydaycommunicationmorecomplex
utterancesareproduced.Toourknowledge,thereisonlyonepub-
lished paper that investigated conceptual planning in complex
utterancesinovertlanguageproduction(Habetsetal.,2008).More
speciﬁcally, Habets et al. (2008) addressed the so-called lineariza-
tion problem, i.e., the ordering of the event in a sentence (e.g.,
“before X did A,Y did B”or“after Y did B, X did A”). Participants
sawasequenceof twopictures.Eachpictureconsistedof anobject
that has a strong association with a particular action (e.g., book
andreading).Participantswereinstructedtodescribethesequence
of two actions associated with the object in chronological/reverse
order. A color cue indicated a to-be produced order. ERPs for
the “after” condition were more negative than for the “before”
condition. This difference emerged between 180 and 230ms after
the vocalization cue, and had a fronto-central distribution. The
timingofthiseffectcorrespondscloselywithcomprehensionstud-
ies investigating temporal order of events in sentences (Münte
et al., 1998) and is associated with the engagement of working
memoryprocessesinunderstandingmorenon-chronologicalsen-
tences.From300msonward,aparietaldistributionwasobserved.
This effect reﬂects the conceptualization complexity of “before”
sentences (Habets et al.,2008).
BILINGUAL LANGUAGE PRODUCTION
To investigate lexical access during production of words in a sec-
ond language, researchers focused on cognate words (Christoffels
etal.,2007a;Verhoefetal.,2009;Strijkersetal.,2010).Cognatesare
words that are phonologically similar in different languages (e.g.,
the German – Dutch pair: Apfel – appel). Cognates are typically
named faster than non-cognates (e.g., Costa et al., 2000, 2005;
Christoffels et al., 2003, 2006). Christoffels et al. (2007a) found
morenegativeamplitudesforcognatescomparedtonon-cognates
at about 300ms after the picture onset, which corresponds with
the phonological encoding of words. Strijkers et al. (2010) found
a somewhat earlier effect of cognates starting around 200ms after
pictureonset,withcognateshavingmorenegativeamplitudesthan
non-cognates. The pattern was remarkably similar during both
ﬁrst and second language naming. Note, however, that Figure 5
of Christoffels et al. (2007a) shows a difference between cognates
andnon-cognatesalreadyataround170msafterthepictureonset.
Verhoef et al. (2009) also manipulated cognate status of picture
names, however, they do not report any main effect of cognates.
Therefore,itisimpossibletosaywhetherandwhentheeffectswere
present.
Next to cognate effects, Christoffels et al. (2007a) and Ver-
hoef et al. (2009) investigated the role of cognitive control and
inhibition during language switching. To investigate this issue,
a switching paradigm was used, where participants on a given
cue were required to name a picture in their ﬁrst (L1) or second
language (L2). Christoffels et al. (2007a) found that naming in L1
wasslowerandtheERPsweremodulatedbetween275and375ms
(timewindowof N2)comparedtonamingpicturesinL2.Verhoef
et al. (2009) manipulated the time between cue and picture onset
(i.e., long versus short stimulus onset intervals). They found that
preparationtimemanipulatedthedegreetowhichinhibitorycon-
trol biased language competition as indexed by the N2. Chauncey
et al. (2009) also found modulation of the N2 amplitudes. Partici-
pantswereinstructedtoovertlynamepicturesintheirL1(English)
and their L2 (French). Pictures were preceded by a word prime,
presented for 70ms. Primes were either the (English or French)
name of the to-be named picture or were unrelated to the picture.
The language of the prime word affected ERP at about 200ms
after picture onset, but only when pictures were named in L2 and
not in L1. The authors argued that the L1 prime interfered with
suppressionof theL1lexicalactivation,whichisneededforL2but
not L1 production, thereby creating a conﬂict reﬂected in the N2
amplitudes (Chauncey et al.,2009).
Therewerealsoﬁrststepstakentoinvestigateprocessesinvolved
in translation from one language to another. Christoffels et al.
(2009) asked participants to translate interlingual homographs:
i.e., words that shared orthographic form but had a different
meaning in two languages (e.g.,“room”refers to cream in Dutch)
and control words. Participants had to translate targets from and
to their ﬁrst and second language. The authors showed that the
brain starts to distinguish between translation directions as early
as 200ms. The results of the study are in line with the idea that
language information in the input, a “language cue,” rather than
anoutputlexicon,helpstoreducecompetitionbetweenlanguages
when selecting the proper target response (Kroll et al.,2010).
CONCLUSION
The studies discussed above demonstrate that the combination
of EEG recording and language production can be successfully
employed. The studies provide converging evidence about the
time course of word production on both native and second lan-
guages. Speciﬁcally, the brain engages in lexical selection around
200ms after picture onset (e.g., Hirschfeld et al., 2008; Costa
et al.,2009; Strijkers et al.,2010;Aristei et al.,2011),phonological
encoding between 275 and 400ms (Eulitz et al., 2000), and mor-
phologicalprocessesstartingaround350msafterthepictureonset
(Koester and Schiller, 2008). The ERP research indicates that this
time course is in accordance with the estimated timings reported
by Indefrey and Levelt (2004). It also demonstrates that EEG
recording may be a very sensitive tool to investigate temporal and
qualitative differences between ﬁrst and second language produc-
tion. However, most of the paradigms used in speech production
research require not only production of an utterance, but also
comprehension (e.g., reading distractors) and a domain-general
processes(e.g.,suppressingdistractoractivation).Potentiallymore
“pure”production paradigm could be a verbal ﬂuency task,where
participantsrequiredtonamemembersof agivencategorywithin
given time. However,even within production tasks it is difﬁcult to
manipulatedifferentstages,e.g.,lexical,morphological,phonolog-
ical,andspeechplanning,independentlyofeachother.Thus,ERPs
could reﬂect multiple components associated with various com-
prehension, production, and domain-general processes. Future
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studies are needed to disentangle these various aspects during
speech production.
RESPONSE-LOCKED
During speech production,we continuously monitor what we say
and what we are about to say. In investigating the working of
the speech production monitor,researchers have focused on error
monitoring.An electrophysiological measure related to error pro-
cessing is the error-related negativity (ERN; Falkenstein et al.,
1991; Gehring et al., 1993), a component of the ERP that has a
fronto-central scalp distribution and peaks about 80ms after an
overt incorrect response (Bernstein et al., 1995; Scheffers et al.,
1996; Holroyd andYeung, 2003). The ERN originates in the ante-
rior cingulate cortex (ACC) and/or the supplementary motor area
(SMA; e.g., Dehaene et al., 1994; Debener et al., 2005). Recently,
studiesdemonstratedanERNaftererrorsinmeta-linguisticstasks
(e.g.,GanushchakandSchiller,2006,2008a,2009;Sebastián-Gallés
etal.,2006)andintasksthatrequireanovertresponse(e.g.,Masaki
et al., 2001; Möller et al., 2007; Ganushchak and Schiller, 2008b;
Riés et al.,2011). We will review the later studies below.
Masaki et al. (2001) were the ﬁrst to investigate whether an
ERN occurs following speech errors in the Stroop color–word
task. Participants were instructed to overtly name the color of
each stimulus. Masaki et al. (2001) found an ERN-like compo-
nent after speech errors,e.g.,when participants named the wrong
color. Masaki et al. (2001) used loud pink noise to suppress a so-
called vocalization-related cortical potential (VRCP). The VRCP
is related to movement related potential preceding vocalization
and an auditory-evoked potential that follows vocalization (Gunji
et al., 2000). The VRCP has a similar time course as the ERN
but is independent from the correctness of the response. How-
ever,usingamaskingproceduremightnotbeidealtostudyverbal
self-monitoring. Speakers use their output as feedback to monitor
their own speech (e.g., Levelt et al., 1999). Removing such feed-
back might interfere with the normal working of the monitoring
process (e.g., Christoffels et al., 2007b; Christoffels et al., 2011).
In a more recent study on verbal self-monitoring, no masking
procedure was used. Möller et al. (2007) used a so-called SLIP
paradigm to induce errors. In this task, participants have to read
inductor word pairs such as “ball doze,” “bash door,” and “bean
deck,”whicharefollowedbyatargetwordpairsuchas“darnbore”
(seeMotleyetal.,1982).Thereversalofinitialphonemesinthetar-
getpaircomparedtotheinductorpairsmayleadtoonsetexchange
errors such as “barn door.” Möller et al. (2007) asked their par-
ticipants to covertly read the inductor word pairs and vocalize the
targetwordpairprecedingaresponsecue.Theyfoundanenlarged
negativity on error trials, preceding, and following the response
cue.Theﬁrstnegativityreﬂectsconﬂictataphonological/phonetic
encoding stage. The second negativity indexes conﬂict at articu-
latory motor stage. Interestingly, Severens et al. (2011), found a
similar negativity following the response cue in the absence of
error on taboo-eliciting trials (e.g., katten nut→natte k∗t; cats
sense→wet c∗t) compared to neutral trials. The authors con-
cluded that taboo errors were elicited and corrected internally
prior to articulation, and suggested that the negativity reﬂects
resolution of conﬂict rather than detection of conﬂict.
Ganushchak and Schiller (2008b) employed a semantic block-
ing picture naming task to study error monitoring in speech pro-
duction. In addition to semantic context,participants’motivation
was manipulated. In the high-motivation condition, participants
weretoldthattheywouldbeﬁnanciallypunishedforspeecherrors.
In the low-motivation condition, neither ﬁnancial punishment
nor reward was administered. The authors obtained an ERN on
errortrials.Theamplitudeof theERNwasmodulatedbysemantic
context,withlargeramplitudesforsemanticblocksthanunrelated
blocks,indicatingthatsemanticrelatednessresultedinhighercon-
ﬂict between potential verbal responses. Furthermore, the ERN
waslargerandpeakedlaterinthehigh-motivationconditioncom-
pared to low-motivation condition, indicating higher monitoring
activity.
Another component that is associated with error processing is
the error positivity (Pe), which is thought to reﬂect a more thor-
ough evaluation of the error response (Falkenstein et al., 1991).
The Pe has a centro-parietal distribution and peaks about 300ms
aftertheoverterror.ContrarytotheERN,thePeisspeciﬁctoovert
and detected errors (for a review see Overbeek et al., 2005). The
Pe after the overt vocal responses is inconsistently reported in the
literature. For instance, Masaki et al. (2001) report a Pe after the
incorrect trials. However, Riés et al. (2011) showed a Pe following
errors that required manual response, but not after overt speech
errors. It is possible that during overt speech production some
of the errors are left undetected and therefore no Pe is elicited
(for discussion on this issue see Riés et al., 2011). More research
is needed to determine whether the Pe can be reliably observed
following overt vocal responses and what the possible underlying
mechanisms are.
The studies reviewed above suggest that verbal monitoring
might be a special case of general performance monitoring rather
than a completely different process. If so, the ERN should also
be observed on correct trials. However, in the studies described
above,no ERN was reported on correct trials. In contrast,in non-
verbal tasks, the ERN was shown at both correct and incorrect
trials (e.g., Vidal et al., 2000, 2003; Bartholow et al., 2005). The
ERN-like amplitude on correct trials is smaller than on incor-
rect trials. During overt speech tasks, this negativity could have
been masked by motor artifacts and therefore remained unde-
tected on correct trials (Riés et al.,2011). To analyze overt picture
naming data, Riés et al. (2011) used a blind source separation
algorithm on the basis of canonical correlation analysis (BSS-
CCA; De Clercq et al., 2006). This method reliably reduces the
EMG artifacts induced by articulation (see De Vos et al., 2010).
This analysis method allowed Riés et al. (2011) to reliably observe
the ERN on both correct and incorrect trials, supporting the
hypothesis that verbal monitoring involved in speech production
is part of the general-purpose mechanism. This electrophysiolog-
ical evidence is supported by imaging studies, showing the ACC
and SMA activation during overt naming (e.g., Christoffels et al.,
2007b). Interestingly,McArdle et al. (2009) showed that the Bere-
itschaftspotential (BP),an electrophysiological index of voluntary
movement, was modulated by linguistic processes such as lexical
accessindependentlyfromarticulation.Thissuggeststhatthepre-
motor system plays a role in lexical access and provides further
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evidence of a functional interaction between cortical motor and
language networks (McArdle et al.,2009).
Taken together,the studies reviewed in this section suggest that
the ERN obtained in overt speech production task is comparable
to the ERN found in action monitoring studies and can be used as
an electrophysiological marker in psycholinguistic research. More
generally, the reliable investigation of language processes using
overt responses in combination with EEG recordings is possible
even in response-locked analyses.
METHODOLOGICAL RECOMMENDATIONS AND CONCLUSION
Theabove-reviewedstudiesshowthatartifact-freebrainresponses
can be measured up to at least 400ms post-stimulus presentation
(e.g.,Eulitzetal.,2000;Christoffelsetal.,2007a;Aristeietal.,2011).
Inastimulus-lockedanalysis,careneedstobetakentoexcludetri-
als that are contaminated by the earliest responses.A recent study,
however, using Independent Component Analysis, showed that
the early ERP components might not necessarily be artifact-free
(Porcaro et al.,2010). Thus,the results should be interpreted with
caution and potentially different methods should be used, e.g.,
Independent Component Analyses, to remove movement related
artifacts. For the response-locked analysis, researchers interested
in the ERN could use the standard procedures also used in the
action monitoring studies. However,this is true only for error tri-
als. The ERN on correct trials,is signiﬁcantly smaller than the one
on error trials and is more likely to be masked by motion artifacts
(which are larger in overt speech compared to button-presses)
and also largely affected by severe ﬁltering (up to 12Hz),which is
commonly done in the ERN analysis on error trials. Researchers
interested in the later processes, such as self-monitoring and
response evaluation on correct rather than error trials should
preferably use different methods of analysis to remove motion-
related artifacts (e.g., BSS-CCA, De Vos et al., 2010; Riés et al.,
2011).
In terms of design, a simple and important consideration is to
makesurethatconditionsarecomparableintermsofovertoutput.
Itisknownthatthemorphologyof thespeechartifactsintheERPs
variessystematicallywiththephoneticpropertiesof theutterance.
Therefore,it is advisable to compare conditions in which identical
words are produced (Aristei et al., 2011) or – when this is impos-
sible – care needs to be taken to match the to-be produced words
not only on usual measures, such as frequency of occurrence, but
also on their phonetic properties.
The ERP studies reviewed here demonstrate that classical ERP
components, among others P2, N400, and ERN, can be observed
in the paradigms that require an overt speech response. Thus,
this review suggests that combining ERP with overt articulation
is not only possible but necessary to provide more insights into
the language production processes, allowing investigation of the
temporal ﬂow and scalp distributions of well-established behav-
ioral effects (e.g.,semantic interference) as well as investigation of
various stages of word and sentence production.
REFERENCES
Abdel Rahman, R., and Sommer, W.
(2008). Seeing what we know and
understand: how knowledge shapes
perception. Psychon. Bull. Rev. 15,
1055–1063.
Abdel Rahman, R., Van Turennout, M.,
and Levelt, J. W. M. (2003). Phono-
logical encoding is not contingent
on semantic feature retrieval: an
electrophysiological study on object
naming.J.Exp.Psychol.Learn.Mem.
Cogn. 29, 850–860.
Aristei, S., Melinger, A., and Abdel
Rahman, R. (2011). Electrophys-
iological chronometry of seman-
tic context effects in language pro-
duction. J. Cogn. Neurosci. 23,
1567–1586.
Bartholow, B. D., Pearson, M. A., Dick-
ter,C. L.,Sher,K. J.,Fabiani,M.,and
Gratton, G. (2005). Strategic con-
trol and medial frontal negativity:
beyonderrorsandresponseconﬂict.
Psychophysiology 42, 33–42.
Bernstein, P. S., Scheffers, M. K., and
Coles, M. G. H. (1995). “Where did
I go wrong?” A psychophysiological
analysis of error detection. J. Exp.
Psychol. Hum. Percept. Perform. 21,
1312–1322.
Brooker, B. H., and Donald, M. W.
(1980). Contribution of speech
musculaturetoapparentEEGasym-
metries prior to vocalization. Brain
Lang. 9, 226–245.
Chauncey, K., Holcomb, P. J., and
Grainger, J. (2009). Primed picture
namingwithinandacrosslanguages:
an ERP investigation. Cogn. Affect.
Behav. Neurosci. 9, 286–303.
Christoffels,I.K.,deGroot,A.M.B.,and
Kroll, J. F. (2006). Memory and lan-
guage skills in simultaneous inter-
preting: expertise and language pro-
ﬁciency. J. Mem. Lang. 54, 324–345.
Christoffels, I. K., de Groot, A. M. B.,
andWaldorp,L.J.(2003).Basicskills
in a complex task:a graphical model
relatingmemoryandlexicalretrieval
to simultaneous interpreting. Biling.
(Camb. Engl.) 6, 201–211.
Christoffels, I. K., Firk, C., and
Schiller,N.O.(2007a).Bilinguallan-
guagecontrol:anevent-relatedbrain
potential study. Brain Res. 1147,
192–208.
Christoffels, I. K., Formisano, E., and
Schiller, N. O. (2007b). Neural
correlates of verbal feedback pro-
cessing: an fMRI study employing
overt speech. Hum. Brain Mapp. 28,
868–879.
Christoffels,I.K.,Ganushchak,L.Y.,and
Koester, D. (2009). “When ROOM
means cream and room: translation,
homographs,ERPsandoverspeech,”
inProceedingsoftheEuropeanSociety
for Cognitive Psychology,K ra k o w .
Christoffels, I. K., van de Ven, V.,
Waldorp, L. J., Formisano, E., and
Schiller, N. O. (2011). The sensory
consequences of speaking: para-
metric neural cancellation during
speech in auditory cortex. PLoS
One 6, e18307. doi: 10.1371/jour-
nal.pone.0018307 [Public Library of
Science One].
Costa,A.,Caramazza,A.,andSebastián-
Gallés, N. (2000). The cognate
facilitation effect: implications for
models of lexical access. J. Exp.
Psychol. Learn. Mem. Cogn. 26,
1283–1296.
Costa, A., Santesteban, M., and Caño,
A. (2005). On the facilitatory effects
of cognate words in bilingual speech
production. Brain Lang. 94, 94–103.
Costa, A., Strijkers, K., Martin, C., and
Thierry, G. (2009). The time course
of word retrieval revealed by event-
related brain potentials during overt
speech. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. U.S.A.
106, 21442–21446.
De Clercq, W., Vergult, A., Vanrumste,
B.,Van Paesschen,W., and Van Huf-
fel, S. (2006). Canonical correlation
analysis applied to remove muscle
artifacts from the electroencephalo-
gram. IEEE Trans. Biomed. Eng. 53,
2583–2587.
De Vos, M., Ries, S., Vanderperren,
K., Vanrumste, B., Alario, F.-X., Van
Huffel, S., and Burle, B. (2010).
Removal of muscle artifacts from
EEG recordings of spoken lan-
guage production. Neuroinformatics
8, 135–150.
Debener, S., Ullsperger, M., Siegel, M.,
Fiehler, K., Von Cramon, Y., and
Engel, A. K. (2005). Trial-by-trial
coupling of concurrent EEG and
fMRI identiﬁes the dynamics of per-
formance monitoring. J. Neurosci.
25, 11730–11737.
Dehaene,S.,Posner,M.I.,andTucker,D.
M. (1994). Localization of a neural
system for error detection and com-
pensation. Psychol. Sci. 5, 3–23.
Dell’Acqua, R., Sessa, P., Peressotti,
F., Mulatti, C., Navarrete, E., and
Grainger, J. (2010). ERP evidence
for ultra-fast semantic processing in
the picture-word interference par-
adigm. Front. Psychol. 1:177. doi:
10.3389/fpsyg.2010.00177
Duncan-Johnson, C. C., and Kopell,
B. S. (1981). The Stroop effect:
brain potentials localize the source
of interference. Science 214,
938–940.
Eulitz, C., Hauk, O., and Cohen,
R. (2000). Electroencephalographic
activity over temporal brain areas
during phonological encoding in
picture naming. Clin. Neurophysiol.
111, 2088–2097.
Falkenstein, M., Hohnsbein, J., Hoor-
man,J.,andBlanke,L.(1991).Effects
of crossmodal divided attention on
late ERP components. II. Error pro-
cessinginchoicereactiontasks.Elec-
troencephalogr. Clin. Neurophysiol.
78, 447–455.
www.frontiersin.org September 2011 | Volume 2 | Article 208 | 5Ganushchak et al. EEG in language production
Ganushchak, L. Y., and Schiller, N. O.
(2006). Effects of time pressure on
verbal self-monitoring. Brain Res.
1125, 104–115.
Ganushchak, L. Y., and Schiller, N. O.
(2008a). Effects of auditory distrac-
tors on verbal self-monitoring. J.
Cogn. Neurosci. 20, 927–940.
Ganushchak, L. Y., and Schiller,
N. O. (2008b). Motivation and
semantic context affect brain
error-monitoring activity: an
event-related brain potentials study.
Neuroimage 39, 385–405.
Ganushchak, L. Y., and Schiller, N.
O. (2009). Speaking one’s second
language under time pressure:
an ERP study on verbal self-
monitoring in German-Dutch
bilinguals. Psychophysiology 46,
410–419.
Gehring,W.J.,Goss,B.,Coles,M.G.H.,
Meyer,D.E.,andDonchin,E.(1993).
A neural system for error detection
and compensation. Psychol. Sci. 4,
385–390.
Grözinger, B., Kornhuber, H. H., and
Kriebel, J. (1975). Methodological
problems in the investigation of
cerebralpotentialsprecedingspeech:
determiningtheonsetandsuppress-
ing artefacts caused by speech. Neu-
ropsychologia 13, 263–270.
Gunji, A., Hoshiyama, M., and Kakigi,
R. (2000). Identiﬁcation of audi-
tory evoked potential of one’s
own voice. Clin. Neurophysiol. 111,
214–219.
Habets, B., Jansma, B. M., and Münte,
T.F.(2008).Neurophysiologicalcor-
relates of linearization in language
production. BMC Neurosci. 9, 77.
doi: 10.1186/1471-2202-9–77
Hirschfeld, G., Jansma, B. M., Bölte, J.,
and Zwitserlood, P. (2008). Interfer-
ence and facilitation in overt speech
production investigated with event-
related potentials. Neuroreport 19,
1227–1230.
Holroyd, C. B., and Yeung, N. (2003).
Alcoholanderrorprocessing.Trends
Neurosci. 26, 402–404.
Howard, D., Nickels, L., Coltheart, M.,
and Cole-Virtue, J. (2006). Cumu-
lative semantic inhibition in pic-
turenaming:experimentalandcom-
putational studies. Cognition 100,
464–482.
Indefrey, P., and Levelt,W. J. M. (2004).
The spatial and temporal signatures
of word production components.
Cognition 92, 101–144.
Koester, D., and Schiller, N. O. (2008).
Morphological priming in overt
language production: electrophysio-
logical evidence from Dutch. Neu-
roimage 42, 1622–1630.
Kroll, J. F., van Hell, J. G., Tokowicz,
N., and Green, D. W. (2010). The
revised hierarchical model: a crit-
ical review and assessment. Biling.
(Camb. Engl.) 13, 373–381.
Laganaro, M., Morand, S., Schwitter,V.,
Zimmermann, C., Camen, C., and
Schnider, A. (2009). Electrophysio-
logicalcorrelatesof differentanomic
patterns in comparison with nor-
mal word production. Cortex 45,
697–707.
Levelt, W. J. M., Roelofs, A., and Meyer,
A. S. (1999). A theory of lexical
access in speech production. Behav.
Brain Sci. 22, 1–75.
Liotti, M., Woldorff, M. G., Perez, R.
III, and Mayberg, H. S. (2000). An
ERP study of the temporal course
of the Stroop color-word interfer-
ence effect. Neuropsychologia 38,
701–711.
Masaki, H., Tanaka, H., Takasawa, N.,
and Yamazaki, K. (2001). Error
related brain potentials elicited
by vocal errors. Neuroreport 12,
1851–1855.
McArdle, J. J., Mari, Z., Pursley, R.
H., Schulz, G. M., and Braun,
A. R. (2009). Electrophysiologi-
cal evidence of functional inte-
gration between the anguage and
motor systems in the brain: a
study of the speech Bereitschaftspo-
tential. Clin. Neurophysiol. 120,
245–284.
McKinnon, R., Allen, M., and Oster-
hout, L. (2003). Morphological
decomposition involving non-
productive morphemes: ERP
evidence. Neuroreport 14, 883–886.
Möller, J., Jansma, B. M., Rodríguez-
Fornells, A., and Münte, T. F.
(2007). What the brain does before
the tongue slips. Cereb. Cortex 17,
1173–1178.
Motley,M.T.,Camden,C.T.,andBaars,
B. J. (1982). Covert formulation and
editing of anomalies in speech pro-
duction: evidence from experimen-
tally elicited slips of the tongue.
J. Verbal Learn. Verbal Behav. 21,
578–594.
Münte, T. F., Schiltz, K., and Kutas,
M. (1998). When temporal terms
belie conceptual order. Nature 395,
71–73.
Overbeek, T. J. M., Nieuwenhuis, S.,
and Ridderinkhof, K. R. (2005).
Dissociable components of error
processing:onthefunctionalsigniﬁ-
canceofthePevis-à-vistheERN/Ne.
J. Psychophysiol. 19, 319–329.
Pei, X., Leuthardt, E. C., Gaona, C.
M., Brunner, P., Wolpaw, J. R., and
Schalk, G. (2011). Spatiotemporal
dynamics of electrocorticographic
high gamma activity during overt
and covert word repetition. Neu-
roimage 54, 2960–2972.
Porcaro, C., Medaglia, M. T., Meyer, A.
S., and Krott, A. (2010). “Artifact-
free electrophysiological responses
during overt speech production,” in
Proceedings of Human Brain Map-
ping, Barcelona, 106.
Riés, S., Janssen, N., Dufau, S., Alario,
F.-X., and Burle, B. (2011). General
purpose monitoring during speech
production. J. Cogn. Neurosci. 23,
1419–1436.
Sahin, N. T., Pinker, S., Cash, S.
S., Schomer, D., and Halgren, E.
(2009).Sequentialprocessingof lex-
ical, grammatical, and phonologi-
cal information within Broca’s area.
Science 326, 445–449.
Scheffers, M. K., Coles, M. G. H., Bern-
stein, P. S., Gehring, W. J., and
Donchin, E. (1996). Event-related
brain potential and error-related
processing: an analysis of incorrect
responses to go and no-go stimuli.
Psychophysiology 33, 42–53.
Schmitt, B. M., Münte, T. F., and Kutas,
M.(2000).Electrophysiologicalesti-
mates of the time course of seman-
tic and phonological encoding dur-
ing implicit picture naming. Psy-
chophysiology 37, 473–484.
Schmitt, B. M., Schiltz, K., Zaake, W.,
Kutas, M., and Münte, T. F. (2001).
An electrophysiological analysis of
the time course of conceptual and
syntactic encoding during tacit pic-
ture naming. J. Cogn. Neurosci. 13,
510–522.
Sebastián-Gallés, N., Rodríguez-
Fornells, A., De Diego-Balaquer,
R., and Díaz, B. (2006). First- and
second-language phonological rep-
resentation in the mental lexicon. J.
Cogn. Neurosci. 18, 1277–1291.
Severens, E., Janssens, I., Kühn, S.,
Brass, M., and Hartsuiker, R. J.
(2011). When the brain tames the
tongue: covert editing of inappro-
priatelanguage.Psychophysiology 48,
1252–1257.
Strijkers, K., Costa, A., and Thierry,
G. (2010). Tracking lexical access
inspeechproduction:electrophysio-
logical correlates of word frequency
andcognateeffects.Cereb.Cortex 20,
913–928.
Van Turennout, M., Hagoort, P., and
Brown, C. M. (1997). Electro-
physiological evidence on the time
course of semantic and phonologi-
cal processes in speech production.
J. Exp. Psychol. Learn. Mem. Cogn.
23, 787–806.
Verhoef, K., Roelofs, A., and Chwilla,
D. J. (2009). Role of inhibition in
language switching: evidence from
event-related brain potentials in
overtpicturenaming.Cognition110,
84–99.
Vidal, F., Burle, B., Bonnet, M., Grap-
peron, J., and Hasbroucq, T. (2003).
Error negativity on correct trials: a
reexaminationofavailabledata.Biol.
Psychol. 64, 265–282.
Vidal, F., Hasbroucq, T., Grapperon, J.,
and Bonnet, M. (2000). Is the“error
negativity” speciﬁc to errors? Biol.
Psychol. 51, 109–128.
Wohlert, A. B. (1993). Event-related
brain potentials preceding speech
and nonspeech oral movements of
varying complexity. J. Speech Hear.
Res. 36, 897–905.
Conﬂict of Interest Statement: The
authors declare that the research was
conducted in the absence of any com-
mercial or ﬁnancial relationships that
could be construed as a potential con-
ﬂict of interest.
Received: 14 March 2011; paper pend-
ing published: 09 June 2011; accepted:
13 August 2011; published online: 01
September 2011.
Citation:Ganushchak LY,Christoffels IK
and Schiller NO (2011) The use of elec-
troencephalography in language produc-
tion research: a review. Front. Psychology
2:208. doi: 10.3389/fpsyg.2011.00208
This article was submitted to Frontiers in
LanguageSciences,aspecialtyofFrontiers
in Psychology.
Copyright©2011Ganushchak,Christof-
fels and Schiller. This is an open-access
article subject to a non-exclusive license
between the authors and Frontiers Media
SA, which permits use, distribution and
reproduction in other forums, provided
the original authors and source are cred-
ited and other Frontiers conditions are
complied with.
Frontiers in Psychology | Language Sciences September 2011 | Volume 2 | Article 208 | 6